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IF A CHILD’S LIFE WAS IN DANGER, YOU WOULD DO SOMETHING, WOULDN’T YOU?

In the ongoing battle against Diffuse Intrinsic Pontine Glioma (DIPG), a rare, aggressive, and 
universally fatal form of childhood brain cancer, every step toward better treatment options is 
critical. Recently, Dr. Mark Souweidane shared remarkable news about three children who he 
treated for DIPG several years ago and have now reached four-, seven-, and 11-year survival 
milestones. This unprecedented achievement is especially noteworthy, as the average survival 
time for a child diagnosed with DIPG is only 9 to 18 months.

Fifteen years ago, the Cristian Rivera Foundation (CRF) became the first nonprofit to invest in Dr. 
Souweidane’s research after recognizing the potential in his work on drug delivery approaches 
as therapeutic options for children with inoperable brain cancer. Since then, CRF has become the 
largest funder of his work, with recent donations exceeding $350,000 annually and a cumulative 
total of over $2,000,000. Their star-studded gala, hosted on November 16th at Cipriani Wall Street, 
continues to be the largest source of revenue for the nonprofit, and it was an honor for Dr. 
Souweidane to take the stage and present these updates to a room full of the donors who helped 
make it happen.

“I lost my son, Cristian, to DIPG in 2009, and I have since spent every day fundraising for research 
in his memory,” said John Gungie Rivera, founder of the Cristian Rivera Foundation. “The lives of 
children around the world continue to be cut short by this relentless disease. I started to lose hope 
until I met Lisha in 2014, and now I know I can’t stop until these isolated success stories become a 
widespread reality for children with DIPG.”

Lisha was diagnosed with DIPG after she fell unconscious at school, and an emergency MRI 
revealed a brainstem tumor in the pons as the cause. Her mother was told that the diagnosis 

was terminal and that she would likely pass away within nine months. Shortly thereafter, Dr. Souwiedane performed convection-
enhanced drug delivery on her then seven-year-old daughter. Lisha is now 19 years old and thriving.

Another young patient whose family prefers to remain anonymous has survived seven years since being treated by Dr. Souweidane 
in 2017.  She, too, is thriving and is now 17 years old. 

Finally, there is Emiliano who was treated with convection-enhanced delivery by Dr. Souweidane in 2020. He received various 
experimental treatments over several years, and Dr. Souweidane credits the combination of care for his remarkable recovery. 
Emiliano is now seven-years-old. 

These three stories offer hope for families affected by DIPG, but Dr. Souweidane emphasizes that, although these cases are 
extraordinary, they remain far from the norm. 

“We’re learning every day how to better deliver therapies directly to the tumor and how to harness the body’s immune system to 
fight DIPG,” said Dr. Souweidane. “Collaboration is key, and the support from people like John Gungie Rivera, and organizations like 
the Cristian Rivera Foundation, makes all the difference.”

While the fight against DIPG is far from over, the survival of these children serves as a powerful reminder of what is possible through 
research, innovation, and donor support.

Dr. Mark Souweidane Shares Update on Three Long-Term Survivors of 
DIPG at the 15th Annual Cristian Rivera Foundation Gala
Three Children Treated by Dr. Souweidane Reach 4-Year, 7-Year and 11-year Milestones

Lisha and her mom with Dr. Souweidane

Emiliano, his parents, and Dr. Souweidane

Make a donation today at ChildrensBrainTumorProject.org



Sixth Annual “No Laughing Matter” Gala Raises $620,000
Guests Enjoyed a Night of Comedy and Illusion While Raising Money for the CBTP

An all-star comedy line-up donated time and talent to the 
laugh-out-loud fundraiser on October 10, helping raise research 
funding for rare and inoperable brain tumors at Weill Cornell 
Medicine.

Hope and inspiration filled the room on Friday, October 10 at the 
New York Athletic Club during the annual “No Laughing Matter” 
comedy night fundraiser to benefit the Children’s Brain Tumor 
Project (CBTP) at Weill Cornell Medicine. In six years, the event 
has raised $4,250,000 to benefit the groundbreaking research of 
Dr. Mark Souweidane and Dr. Jeffrey Greenfield, co-founders of 
the CBTP.

“We rely on this event not only to continue our current 
research but also to expand our efforts, accelerating the path 
to discovering cures and bringing them to the clinic. We are 
deeply grateful to the board of directors at the Children’s Brain 
Tumor Project Foundation, our dinner chair, Tara Lipton, the 
performers, honorees, sponsors, and the dedicated volunteer 
staff who helped make this event a remarkable success.” said Dr. 
Mark Souweidane.

Liz  Laugh Love Recipients Jonathan and Brittany Cogan
The annual “Liz Laugh Love” award was introduced in 2019 to 
remember Elizabeth Minter, a young patient with an incurable 
brain tumor who personally laid the foundation for the creation 
of the Children’s Brain Tumor Project by raising awareness, 
sharing her story, and fundraising for the discovery of treatment 
options for rare pediatric brain tumors.

At this year’s event, the “Liz Laugh Love” award was presented 

to Jonathan and Brittany Cogan for their commitment to 
supporting the growth of the precision medicine program for 
pediatric brain tumors at Weill Cornell Medicine. The Cogan 
family proudly supports this research through the Ellie Ruby 
Foundation, the inspirational nonprofit organization they 
founded in honor of their daughter Ellie, who battled a brain 
tumor when she was an infant and who was one of the very first 
patients to benefit from the program.

The Lineup
An all-star comedy lineup proved that sometimes laughter 
truly is the best medicine. Hosted by Brooke Baldwin, the event 
featured stand-up comedians Regina Decicco, Jordan Carlos, 
Mark Jigarian, and Eric D’Alessandro. One of Dr. Souweidane’s 
own patients, stand-up comedian Anthony Greco, delivered an 
especially hilarious set, sharing his ‘Tumor Humor’ that’s become 
a hit at comedy clubs across New York City. The evening closed 
with an immersive performance by Josh ‘The Foodie Magician,’ 
who captivated the audience with his incredible mentalism.

Sponsors
Special thanks to our gift bag sponsors, Dr. Brandt, Goldwell, 
BeeRX, Lafco, Biore, COLOR WOW, Shinery, Ethique, Rescue MD, 
the Hair Edit, and Burts Bees.

The comedy night fundraiser has become the largest annual 
fundraiser for the Children’s Brain Tumor Project, and we look 
forward to hosting another fantastic lineup in 2025. 

SAVE THE DATE FOR THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2025 AT THE 
NEW YORK ATHLETIC CLUB!
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Children’s Brain Tumor Project Welcomes Three New Scientists to the Team

Ziad Hassan
Ziad joined Dr. Greenfield’s team as a Postdoctoral Associate in the Children’s Brain Tumor 
Project starting September 2024. Originally from Lebanon, Ziad brings a wealth of expertise 
and a passion for advancing pediatric brain tumor research. He holds a PhD in Cellular 
Neuroscience from Lorraine University in France and is currently working under the mentorship 
of Drs. Greenfield and Dahmane at Weill Cornell Medicine. Ziad’s primary project focuses on 
establishing and developing CRISPR screens for rare pediatric brain tumors, with the goal of 
identifying gene dependencies that can be therapeutically targeted. This cutting-edge work has 
the potential to pave the way for personalized treatments by identifying genes already targeted 
by FDA-approved drugs. This approach aims to bring new hope to children and families affected 
by these devastating diagnoses at an accelerated pace.

Malak Sbiety
Malak Sbeity joined the CBTP lab in June 2024. Originally from Lebanon, she brings a strong 
background in cellular and molecular biology, coupled with a profound passion for advancing 
brain tumor research. Malak earned her PhD in Molecular Biology from Lorraine University in 
France. Her research at the CBTP focuses on medulloblastoma, the most common malignant 
pediatric brain tumor, which currently lacks optimal therapies. Malak’s work aims to uncover 
the underlying mechanisms driving this tumor, with the goal of developing more effective and 
safer treatment options for children. Her research not only reflects scientific curiosity but also a 
deep commitment to improving the lives of children and families affected by these devastating 
diagnoses. Through her efforts, Malak strives to offer hope and contribute to a brighter future 
for those facing pediatric brain tumors.

Alexandra Backlund 
Alexandra earned her medical degree from the Karolinska Institute in Stockholm, Sweden, in 
2024. Her master’s thesis focused on regenerative therapy for treatment-induced cognitive 
sequelae in children with brain cancer, a topic that reflects her deep commitment to improving 
outcomes for pediatric patients. Early on, Alexandra worked with pediatric neuro-oncological 
patients and their families—first as a bedside assistant nurse during her education and later as 
a junior doctor. These experiences solidified her dedication to supporting children and families 
affected by brain cancer. As she prepares to apply for a neurosurgical residency, Alexandra 
is proud to be part of the CBTP. Her current roles include contributing to the growth of the 
precision medicine program, coordinating clinical research, serving as a site coordinator with the 
Children’s Brain Tumor Network, and acting as a tissue navigator with Gift from a Child. Through 
these responsibilities, Alexandra continues to work toward her ultimate goal of advancing care 
and treatment options for children with brain cancer. 

The CBTP is dedicated to increasing the number of eager scientists 
working not only here in our lab at Weill Cornell Medicine, but in 
the greater field of pediatric brain tumor research. To that end, 
the Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship in Pediatric 
Neurooncology will take applications Nov 1, 2024 – February 15, 
2025. Two undergraduate students enrolled in U.S. universities 
will be given the opportunity to experience eight weeks of 
hands-on research experience working on projects related to 
basic neuroscience and pediatric neurooncology under the 
mentorship of principal investigators Drs. Jeffrey Greenfield, 
Nadia Dahmane, and Mark Souweidane. For more information, 
visit childrensbraintumorproject.org/summerinternship.

2023 Summer Internship Awardees (from left): Shanisha Mahendra-
Rajah, Jason Kim, and Gino Riina.

Now Accepting Summer Applications

Copyright 2024/2025, Weill Cornell Medical College. All Rights Reserved.
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Pablove Foundation Grants CBTP Postdoctoral Researcher 
Valentina Dal Pozzo with Seed Funding
Competitive Grant Awarded to Support Development of Novel MYC inhibitors 

Founded in 2008, the Pablove Foundation was created in memory of Pablo Castelaz after he lost his life to cancer at the age of six. 
Each year, Pablove awards a select few applicants with seed grants that allow young investigators with bold ideas to collect the data 
necessary to qualify for large-scale federal grants or other funding sources. Dr. Dal Pozzo was recently awarded a seed grant for her 
project, “Developing Novel MYC Inhibitors for the Treatment of Pediatric Brain Tumors”

Dal Pozzo’s research focuses on a family of proteins called MYC, which are known to play a major role in several aggressive childhood 
brain cancers, including Atypical Teratoid/Rhabdoid Tumors (ATRTs), medulloblastoma, and Diffuse Midline Gliomas (DMGs). While 
MYC is an attractive target for cancer therapy, developing drugs to block it has been notoriously difficult, and MYC-targeting drugs 
are currently unavailable for clinical use—especially among pediatric oncology patients.

Thanks to this new funding, Dr. Dal Pozzo and the team will continue their collaboration with SkunkWorx-Bio, a biotechnology 
company pioneering peptide-drug conjugates (PDCs). These innovative therapies are designed to specifically attack cancer cells, 
minimizing damage to healthy tissues. The team will test a novel PDC that targets MYC to determine its effectiveness in slowing 
tumor growth in lab-based and animal models of ATRT. The hope is that this research will not only lead to new treatment options for 
ATRT but also open doors for combating other pediatric brain cancers associated with MYC abnormalities, such as medulloblastoma. 
Dal Pozzo’s proposal was selected based on scientific merit, the overall quality of the written proposal, evidence of prior productivity 
or mentorship, and consistency with the goals of The Pablove Foundation. 

Each year, the lab team hangs strings of lights in the hallways 
to honor the children who have battled brain cancer under 
their team’s care. This heartfelt tradition serves as a poignant 
reminder that behind every scientific experiment, there is 
a child whose life could be profoundly impacted by their 
discoveries. The twinkling lights symbolize hope and resilience, 
encouraging the team to persist in their tireless efforts towards 
finding cures.

Throughout December, we are hanging soft white lights and 
placing battery operated candles in our “Hall of Inspiration” to 
literally Light up the Lab. As you may know, the hallway includes 
photos of patients who were treated by Dr. Mark Souweidane 
and/or Dr. Jeffrey Greenfield, co-founders of the Children’s 
Brain Tumor Project Laboratory. We hope to raise $100,000 in 
honor of all children who have been impacted by a brain tumor 
diagnosis. Some of whose inspiring stories are featured online.

All donors who make a year-end contribution will be provided 
with printable acknowledgement cards that can be given to 
friends and loved ones in lieu of, or in addition to, gifts. We thank 
you for honoring our children and supporting our progress.

VISIT LIGHTUPTHELAB.ORG TO LEARN MORE AND DONATE.

Keanu’s Korner (keanuskorner.org) is a new blog on the CBTP 
website that was created in loving memory of Keanu “Kiki” 
Paulino. 

Keanu’s mom, Kris, asked to create the site after noting that the 
resources made available to patient families through the CBTP 
website was lacking a dedicated space for bereaved parents 
with content presented from the perspective of one who 
understands. She writes:

“Keanu, affectionately known as Kiki, will always be a radiant 
presence in our family. Kiki’s beautiful, infectious smile and 
giggles brought joy to all he encountered, including his team at 
NewYork-Presbyterian/Weill Cornell Medicine. At just five-years-
old, he passed away after his courageous battle with Type 3 
Pleuropulmonary Blastoma (PPB)/DICER1, a rare and aggressive 
childhood lung cancer, from which tumor developed in his left 
lung and soon metastasized to his brain. Dr. Mark Souweidane’s 
efforts in clinical and scientific research at Children’s Brain Tumor 
Project drove our decision to add to Kiki’s legacy by donating 
his tumor tissue to research. Creating  Keanu’s Korner has been 
a therapuetic component to my own grieving process, while 
providing other bereaved families with a vehicle for building an 
online community of understanding.”
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The Children’s Brain Tumor Project Selected as Official Charity Partner 
for TCS NYC Marathon and United Airlines NYC Half for Fifth Year
Cumulative Marathon Fundraising Resulted in $335,000 So Far — You Can Help in 2025!

A Rewarding Race for All
It was clear skies and a brisk 40 degrees on the Verrazano Bridge, with the 
collective body heat of 50,000 runners providing a touch of warmth as they 
prepared to tackle the very first mile of 26.2 miles through New York City. 
The iconic TCS New York City Marathon took place on Sunday, November 6, 
and this year, we were proud to have 16 incredible runners representing the 
Children’s Brain Tumor Project. Each of them was running not only to cross 
the finish line but also to raise critical funds for the CBTP’s lifesaving research 
at Weill Cornell Medicine.

It was an especially meaningful acheivement for our top fundraiser, William 
Trimarchi. He raised an outstanding $17,000 in honor of his niece, Taylor. 
Taylor was a patient of Dr. Mark Souweidane several years ago after being 
diagnosed with medulloblastoma. Today, Taylor is thriving, and her entire 
family was out in full force to cheer William on. 

Dr. Souweidane also joined the excitement, leading his own “cheer squad” 
with his wife and children. Armed with signs and cowbells, they made sure 
Team CBTP felt the love and encouragement as they rounded the corner from 
the 59th Street Bridge and onto Second Avenue in Manhattan.

As an official charity partner with New York Road Runners (NYRR), the TCS 
New York City Marathon and the United Airlines NYC Half have become a 
invaluable fundraising platforms for the Children’s Brain Tumor Project. This 
partnership not only allows us to recruit runners who are passionate about 
making a difference but also elevates our visibility to a global audience. The 
marathon provides a unique opportunity to connect with supporters and tell 
the stories of children and families who have been impacted by our work. It is 
a chance to inspire individuals to take action, whether by running, cheering, 
or donating.

In fact, marathon fundraising has become one of the most significant sources 
of support for the CBTP, alongside events like the No Laughing Matter Gala 
and the Cristian Rivera Foundation Gala. Through the partnership with NYRR, 
we are able to amplify our mission, raising both awareness and funds in a 
way that few other events can match. The dedication of runners like William 
Trimarchi and the enthusiasm of our cheer squads underscore the community 
spirit that fuels our fight against pediatric brain tumors.

This year’s marathon was a resounding success, and we are deeply grateful 
to all our runners, donors, and supporters who helped make it possible. 
Together, we are moving closer to a world where no family has to face the 
devastating impact of a pediatric brain tumor.

Athletes who run for Team CBTP Foundation 
have an extra sense of accomplishment when 
crossing the finish line knowing that their 
fundraising impacts the lives of children.

Now Recruiting for the United Airlines 
NYC Half!
Scan the QR code or visit our website at 
childrensbraintumorproject.org to sign up 
for the NYC Half Marathon on March 16, 2025. 
Our minimum fundraising requirement is 

$1,500 per runner for the half, 
but we ask our team to aim 
high and set a goal for $3,000. 
We also provide the tools and 
encouragement to help our 
runners meet that goal. 
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Cristian Rivera Foundation Celebrates 
Fifteen Years of Progress at Celebrity Gala
Highlights from the 2024 Annual Fundraiser 

On November 12, 2024, the Cristian Rivera Foundation (CRF) hosted its 15th 
Annual Celebrity Gala at Cipriani Wall Street in New York City. This highly 
anticipated event, dedicated to supporting research and families affected 
by Diffuse Intrinsic Pontine Glioma (DIPG), brought together celebrities, 
philanthropists, and advocates for an unforgettable evening of hope.

The star-studded gala featured a red-carpet reception, an award ceremony, 
live and silent auctions, and performances that energized the sold-out crowd. 
Esteemed hosts included CRF Board Members and renowned personalities 
such as Kenan Thompson of Saturday Night Live, NBC’s Today in New York 
anchor Darlene Rodriguez, and actor Malik Yoba. Their presence underscored 
the commitment of the foundation’s board to fighting this devastating 
pediatric brain cancer.

During the evening, the foundation honored individuals who have made 
significant contributions to the battle against DIPG. New York Yankees 
second baseman Gleyber Torres received the Heroes Award for his advocacy 
and support, while Susan Hernandez was recognized for her dedication to 
raising awareness and assisting affected families. These awards highlight the 
inspiring work being done by individuals across diverse fields to advance the 
mission of the CRF.

Music producer and promoter John Gungie Rivera, founder of the Cristian 
Rivera Foundation, has been raising money to find a cure for DIPG ever since 
he lost his son Cristian to the rare and uniformly fatal brain stem tumor in 
2009. Cristian was only six years old. Driven to support the work of Dr. Mark 
Souweidane, who had treated his son, John became the very first donor to 
Dr. Souweidane’s dedicated DIPG research fund in 2011. Rivera leveraged his 
experience in the entertainment industry to create the annual star-studded 
gala, which has grown significantly over the years, setting new records in 
attendance and fundraising.

“Thankfully, I am not alone on this journey,” Rivera said recently. “I have a 
tremendous board and event committee, including Melinda Cox, Darlene 
Rodriguez, Rena Kliot, Jarrad Seuferling, Rafael Toro, Luis Guzmán, and Kenan 
Thompson, who always show up for this cause because they know how 
important it is. If it weren’t for this foundation, the work simply wouldn’t get 
funded, and that keeps us going.”

Proceeds from the gala will support groundbreaking clinical trials and 
research at leading institutions, including the Children’s Brain Tumor Project 
at Weill Cornell Medicine. The funds will also provide financial assistance to 
families grappling with the challenges posed by DIPG, offering them hope 
and crucial resources during difficult times.

Dr. Souweidane, a pioneer in DIPG research, expressed profound gratitude 
for the foundation’s unwavering support. “Very early in my career, I met a 
young boy with DIPG and there was nothing I could do at the time to help. 
No surgical options,” said Souweidane. “I knew then and there that I would 
make it my life’s work to find alternative ways to cure this tumor through 
groundbreaking surgical approaches, and I promise you that we are making 
inroads thanks to people like John, his team, and his supporters.”

The Cristian Rivera Foundation continues to honor the memory of Cristian 
Rivera, whose courageous battle with DIPG inspired the organization’s 
formation. Through its tireless efforts, the foundation aims to find a cure for 
DIPG and bring hope to families facing this devastating diagnosis.

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE 2025 GALA, NOVEMBER 12, CIPRIANI WALL ST.

FROM TOP: NY Yankee Gleyber Torres, Comedian Kenan Thompson, gala attendees on the dance floor, and middleweight boxer Edgar Berlanga with actor Chazz Palminteri



The Children’s Brain Tumor Project is highly motivated to translate our lab discoveries into therapeutic options available to children 
in treatment today. This requires the team to design a clinical trial that allows for such testing. In 2024, the CBTP was at the helm of 
three innovative clinical trials detailed below. Two are actively enrolling patients, and one will open for enrollment mid-year 2025. 

Understanding the role of clinical trials is critical for families faced with a pediatric brain tumor diagnosis, because the majority of 
children with brain tumors end up enrolling in one or more trials throughout treatment. To that end, we created an informative 
website and included links on printed materials that have been distributed in support of our Health Inclusivity Initiative. We 
encourage our supporters to share the link across their communities childrensbraintumorproject.org/clinicaltrials. (see QR code)

Tumor Biobanking for Drug Screening and Bioanalysis (ClinicalTrials.gov ID: NCT04852354) 
PI: Jeffrey Greenfield 
Study Status: ENROLLING 
This biobanking study aims to enhance our understanding of pediatric and adult central nervous system (CNS) tumors, with the 
goal of developing improved treatments and identifying new therapeutic targets. During routine surgeries, if extra tissue is available 
and not required for diagnostic purposes, it will undergo analyses such as genomic sequencing, proteomics, immunoprofiling, and 
primary tumor cell culturing. These efforts will enable researchers to create tumor cell lines and patient-derived xenograft mouse 
models to test drug responses and explore innovative treatment options. In addition to surgical samples, post-mortem donations of 
brain, spinal cord, cerebrospinal fluid, and blood will contribute to this biobank, further expanding research possibilities. 

Intra-Arterial (IA) Chemotherapy for Newly Diagnosed, Residual, or Recurrent Atypical Choroid Plexus Papilloma (ACPP) 
and Choroid Plexus Carcinoma (CPC) Prior to Second-Look Surgery (ClinicalTrials.gov ID: NCT04994977)
PI: Mark Souweidane 
Study Status: ENROLLING 
Choroid Plexus Carcinoma (CPC) is an extremely rare and aggressive tumor that typically occurs in early childhood, developing 
within the brain’s ventricles. Current treatment involves surgical removal followed by chemotherapy and/or radiation, yet the 3-year 
survival rate remains low at 30–40%. Successful outcomes largely depend on achieving gross total resection of the tumor. However, 
the complexity of CPC surgery is significant due to the tumor’s size and vascularity, with up to 10% of children tragically losing 
their lives to blood loss during the procedure, and 50% of patients leaving the operating room with a subtotal resection that limits 
the effectiveness of adjuvant therapies. Intra-arterial (IA) chemotherapy offers a promising approach to address these challenges. 
Using tiny catheters to deliver medication directly to the tumor, IA chemotherapy effectively reduces blood flow and tumor size 
while minimizing systemic toxicity. This targeted approach not only enhances the safety and success of second-look surgeries but is 
particularly well-suited to CPC due to its anatomical location and arterial accessibility. By integrating IA drug delivery into treatment 
protocols, clinicians have the potential to significantly improve outcomes for children affected by this devastating disease. 

Phase 2 Open-Label Single-Arm Trial of Laser Interstitial Thermal Therapy (LITT) for Pediatric Patients with Newly Diagnosed 
or Recurrent Low-Grade Glioma (LGG) (ClinicalTrials.gov ID: N/A, PBTC ID: 062)
PI: Mark Souweidane 
Study Status: Approved by NCI-CTEP and currently under protocol development  
This phase 2 multicenter clinical trial explores the potential of laser interstitial thermal therapy (LITT) as a stand-alone frontline 
treatment for low-grade gliomas (LGGs) in children. LGGs are slow-growing brain tumors that are challenging to treat surgically, 
especially when located in difficult-to-access areas like the thalamus or brainstem. LITT, a minimally invasive MRI-guided surgical 
modality, delivers controlled thermal energy to precisely ablate tumors while minimizing damage to surrounding tissue. This 
approach offers a promising option for patients who are not candidates for traditional surgery, with the potential to achieve 
outcomes comparable to maximal safe resection. This study aims to evaluate tumor control rates, risk profiles, and quality-of-life 
measures for this select group of patients, supporting informed decision-making and providing valuable guidance for using LITT as 
a frontline therapy for pediatric LGGs.

Year in Review - Scientific Updates

Important Clinical Trials for Children at Weill Cornell Medicine 

Study Contact: Colleen Sanders, 917-734-8787, clc9095@nyp.org 



2024 Peer-Reviewed Publications 
Peer-reviewed publications are critical for demonstrating scientific merit 
because they ensure that research findings are rigorously evaluated by 
experts in the field before being disseminated. This lengthy process helps 
maintain the integrity and credibility of scientific work by verifying the 
validity of the methods, the reliability of the data, and the soundness of the 
conclusions. Peer review also fosters accountability, as researchers must 
adhere to established standards and address constructive criticism from their 
peers. Our 2024 peer-reviewed publications not only validate the significance 
and quality of our work, but also enhance our impact and contribution to the 
advancement of science. 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS
•	 Yan RE, Greenfield JP. Challenges and Outlooks in Precision Medicine: Expectations 

Versus Reality. World Neurosurg. 2024 Oct;190:573-581. doi: 10.1016/j.
wneu.2024.06.142. PMID: 39425299.

•	 Yan RE, Greenfield JP. Emergence of Precision Medicine Within Neurological Surgery: 
Promise and Opportunity. World Neurosurg. 2024 Oct;190:564-572. doi: 10.1016/j.
wneu.2024.06.143. PMID: 39425298.

•	 Uribe-Cardenas R & Greenfield JP. Reimagining the N-Of-1 Trial Within Pediatric 
Neuro-Oncology: A Shifting Paradigm. World Neurosurgery. 190, 582-585 (2024). 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wneu.2024.06.146

•	 Yan RE, Chae JK, Dahmane N, Ciaramitaro P, Greenfield JP. The Genetics of Chiari 
1 Malformation. J Clin Med. 2024 Oct 16;13(20):6157. doi: 10.3390/jcm13206157. 
PMID: 39458107; PMCID: PMC11508843.

•	 Yan RE, Corman A, Katgara L, Wang X, Xue X, Gajic ZZ, Sam R, Farid M, Friedman 
SM, Choo J, Raimondi I, Ganesan S, Katsevich E, Greenfield JP, Dahmane N, Sanjana 
NE. Pooled CRISPR screens with joint single-nucleus chromatin accessibility and 
transcriptome profiling. Nat Biotechnol. 2024 Nov 21. doi: 10.1038/s41587-024-
02475-x. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 39572737.

•	 Al Assaad M, Gundem G, Liechty B, Sboner A, Medina J, Papaemmanuil E, 
Sternberg CN, Marks A, Souweidane MM, Greenfield JP, Tran I, Snuderl M, Elemento 
O, Imielinski M, Pisapia DJ, Mosquera JM. The importance of escalating molecular 
diagnostics in patients with low-grade pediatric brain cancer. Cold Spring Harb Mol 
Case Stud. 2024 Jan 10;9(4):a006275. doi: 10.1101/mcs.a006275. PMID: 37652664; 
PMCID: PMC10815291.

•	 Pandit-Taskar N, Zanzonico PB, Grkovski M, Donzelli M, Vietri SM, Horan C, Serencsits 
B, Prasad K, Lyashchenko S, Kramer K, Dunkel IJ, Souweidane MM. Theranostic 
Intratumoral Convection-Enhanced Delivery of 124I-Omburtamab in Patients with 
Diffuse Intrinsic Pontine Glioma: Pharmacokinetics and Lesion Dosimetry. J 
Nucl Med. 2024 Sep 3;65(9):1364-1370. doi: 10.2967/jnumed.123.266365. PMID: 
39142829; PMCID: PMC11372263.

•	 Guadix SW, Pandey A, Gundlach C, Walsh M, Moss NS, Souweidane MM. Laser 
interstitial thermal therapy as a radiation-sparing approach for central nervous 
system tumors in children with cancer predisposition syndromes: report of a child 
with Li-Fraumeni syndrome. Illustrative case. J Neurosurg Case Lessons. 2024 
Feb 5;7(6):CASE23595. doi: 10.3171/CASE23595. PMID: 38315990; PMCID: 
PMC10849145.

•	 Karajannis MA, Onar-Thomas A, Lin T, Baxter PA, Boué DR, Cole BL, Fuller C, Haque 
S, Jabado N, Lucas JT Jr, MacDonald SM, Matsushima C, Patel N, Pierson CR, 
Souweidane MM, Thomas DL, Walsh MF, Zaky W, Leary SES, Gajjar A, Fouladi M, 
Cohen KJ. Phase 2 Trial of Veliparib, Local Irradiation and Temozolomide in Patients 
with Newly Diagnosed High-Grade Glioma: A Children’s Oncology Group Study. 
Neuro Oncol. 2024 Nov 19:noae247. doi: 10.1093/neuonc/noae247. Epub ahead 
of print. PMID: 39560182.

Conferences and Awards 

Presenting at and participating in research 
conferences are critical to fostering the exchange 
of ideas, enabling collaborations, and providing 
attendees with timely and significant updates in 
the field of pediatric brain tumor research. 

Congress of Neurological Surgeons (CNS)
Pictured above, CBTP alum and fifth-year 
neurosurgical resident Umberto Tosi, MD, was 
honored with the KLS Martin Tumor Award and 
presented his abstract, “Therapeutic Monoclonal 
Antibody-Mediated Inhibition of NOTCH Pathway 
Prolongs Survival In High Grade Glioma Models.” 

International Symposium on Pediatric Neuro- 
Oncology (ISPNO)
The CBTP team was selected to present eight 
projects via oral presentations, scientific posters, 
and panel participation. All of which were selected 
by the esteemed abstract review committee.

Int’l Society for Pediatric Neurosurgery (ISPN)
Dr. Souweidane was the session chair on oncology.

Accelerate 13th Pediatric Strategy Forum on 
Diffuse Midline Gliomas
Dr. Souweidane presented on drug delivery.

ChadTough Defeat DIPG Research Workshop 
Dr. Souweidane led a breakout session with Dr. 
Sabine Mueller on clinical correlation studies.

Dean’s Award for Excellence in Mentorship
The 2024 award recognized Dr. Mark Souweidane.

CNS and American Association of Neurological 
Surgeons Joint Pediatric Section Meeting
Dr. Greenfield presented on pediatric patients’ 
transition to adulthood, and Dr. Souweidane 
moderated the general session on brain tumors.

Society of Neurological Surgeons 2024 Annual 
Meeting - Hosted at Weill Cornell Medicine
With presentations from both Dr. Jeffrey Greenfield 
and Dr. Mark Souweidane.

CONGRATULATIONS DR. ALEXANDRA LARSEN
Dr. Alexandra Larsen was recently awarded the Megan 
Rose Bradley Foundation Award — a competitive 
pilot grant for her research abstract, “Dosimetry 
based locoregional drug delivery for pediatric brain 
tumors.” The award was presented at the annual 
AANS/CNS Section in Pediatric Neurosurgery, which 
was held in New York City December 12-15.
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